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HEREAS by the Conftitution of the United States the 
: Congrefs have Power to provide for the organizing,arming 

and difciplining theMilitia,and for governing fuchPart of 
them as may be employed in the Service of the United States; re- 
ferving to the States refpectively the Appointment of the Officers, 
and the Authority of training the Militia according to the Difcipline 
prefcribed by Congrefs: And whereas the Congrefs did on the 
8th Day of May, A. D. 1792, pafs an A& entitled ‘ An A& more 
éffectually to provide for the national Defence, by eftablifhing an 
uniform Militia throughout the United States.” Which Aé is in 
the following Words, zo wit s 


. © Section 1. BE it Enaited by the Senate and Houfe of Repre- 
Sentatives of the United States of America, in Congrefs affembled, That 
each and every free able bodied white male Citizen of the refpect- 
ive States, refident therein, who is or fhall be of the Age of Eighteen 
Years, and under the Age of Forty-five Years (except as is herein 
after excepted) fhall, feverally and refpectively, be enroled in the 


„ Militia, by the ‘Captain, or commanding Officet. of the Company | 


within whofe Bounds fuch Citizen. fhall refide, and that within 
‘Twelve Months after the pafling of this Aé. And it fhall at all 
Times hereafter be the Duty of every fuch Captain, or commanding 

icer,.of a Company, to enrolevery. fuch Citizen, aforefaid ; and 


' alfo thofe who fhall from Time to Time arrive at the Age of 


Eighteen Years, or being atthe Age of Eighteen Years, and under 
the Age of Forty-five Years (except as before excepted) thall come 
‘to refide within his Bounds; and fhall, without Delay, ‘notify fuch 
Citizen of fach Enrolment, by a proper non-commiflioned Officer , 
of the Company, by whom fuch Notice may be proved; that every 


` 


Citizen fo enroled and notified, fhall, within Six Moths thereafter, 
provide himfelf with a good Mufker, or Firelock, a fufficient.-Bay- 
gnet and Belt, Two fpare Flints, anda Sa a Pouch witha 
Box therein to contain not lefs than Twenty-four Cartridges, fuited 
to the Bore of his Mufket, or Firelock, each Cartridge to contain 
a proper Quantity of Powder and Ball; or with a good Rifle, 
Knapfack, Shot-Pouch and Powder-horn, Twenty Balls, {uited to 
the Bore of his Rifle, and a Quarter of a Pound of Powder; and 
fhall appear fo armed, accoutred and provided, when called out to 
-exercife,-or into Service, -exeep.that when, called out gn a Compa- 
ny Day to exercife only, he may appear without a Knapfack ; that 
he commiffioned Officers thall {cverally be armed with a Sword, or 

anger, and Efpontoon: And that from and after Five Years 
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( 2 ) 
from the paffing of this A&, all Mufkets for arming the Militia as 
herein required, fhall be of Bores fufficient for a Ball of the 
Eighteenth Part of a Pound. And every Citizen, fo enroled and 
providing himfelf with the Arms, Ammunition and Accoutrements 
required as aforefaid, fhall hold the fame exempted from all Fines, 
Dittreffes, Executions or Sales for Debt, or for the Payment of 


Taxes. And be it further Enaéed, That the Vice-Prefident of 
the United States, the Officers, judicial and executive, of the Go- 


vernment of the United States, the Members of both Houfes of 
Congrefs, and their refpective Officers, all Cuftom-Houfe Officers, 
with their Clerks, all Poft-Officers, and Stage-Drivers who are em- 
ployed in the Care and Conveyance of the Mail of the Poft-Office 
of the United States, all Ferrymen employed at any Ferry on the 
Poft Road, all Infpeétors of Exports, all Pilots, all Mariners a¢tu- 
ally employedin the Sea-Service of any Citizen or Merchant within 
the United States, and all Perfons who now are, or may hereafter be 
exempted by the Laws of the refpective States, fhall be and are 
hereby exempted from Milicia Duty,, notwithftanding their being 
above the Age of Eighteen, or under the Age of Forty-five. Years. 
And be it further Enaéted, That within.one Year after the 
paffing of this Act, the Militia of the refpective States fhall be ar- 
ranged into Divifions, Brigades, Regiments, Battalions, and Com- 
panies, as the Legiflature of each State fhall direct. And each 
Divifion, Brigade, and Regiment, fhall be numbered at the Form- 
ation thereof, and a Record made of fuch Numbers, in the Adju- 
tant-General’s Office in the State; and whén in the Field, or in 
the Service of the State, each Divifion, Brigade, and Regiment, 
thall refpeétively take Rank according to their Numbers, reckon- 
ing the Firft or loweft Number higheft in Rank; that, if the fame 
be convenient, each Brigade fhall confift of Four Regiments, each 
Regiment of Two Battalions, each Battalion of Five Companies, 
each Company of Sixty-four Privates ; that the faid Militia thall 
be officered by the refpective States, as follows; to each Divi- 
fion, One Major-General, and Two Aid de Camps, with the 
Rank of Major; to each Brigade, One Brigadier-General, with 
One Brigade-Infpector, to ferve alfo as Brigade-Major, with the 
Rank of Major; to each Regiment, One Lieutenant-Colonel Com-’ 
mandant; to each Battalion, One Major; to each Company, One 
Captain, One Lieutenant, One Enfign, Four Serjeants, Four Cor- 
porals, One Drummer, and One Fifer or Bugler: That there thall 
be a Regimental Staff, to confit of One Adjutant, and One Quar- 
ter-Mafter, to rank as Lieutenants; One Paymafter, One Surgeon, 
and One Surgeon’s Mate, One Serjeant-Major, One Drum-Major, 
and One Fife-Major. And be it further Enafled, That out of the 
Militia enroled as herein directed, there fhall be formed for each 
Battalion, at leaft One Company of Grenadiers, Light-Infantry, 
or Riflemen ; and that to each Divifion there fhall be, at leat One 
Company of Artillery, and One Troop of Horfe; there fhall be | 
to each Company of Artillery, One Captain, Two Lieutenants, 
Four Serjeants, Four Corporals, Six Gunnners, Six Bombardiers,’, 
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One Drummer, and One Fifer; the Officers to be armed with a 
Sword, or Hanger, a Fufee, Bayonet and Belt, with a Cartridge- 
Box, to contain Twelve Cartridges, and each Private, or Matrofs, 
fhall furnith himfelf with all the Equipments of a Private in the 
Infantry, untill, proper Ordnance and Field Artillery fhall be pro- 
vided ; there fhall be to each Troop of Horfe, One Captain, Two 
Licuicnants, One Coat: Four Serjeants,' Faour Corporals, One 
Saddler, One Farrier, and One Trumpeter, the commiffioned 
Officers to furnifh themfelves with good Horfes, of at leaft Fourteen 
Hands and an Halfhigh, and to be armed with a Sword and Pair 
of Piftols, the.Holfters of which to be covered with Bearfkin Caps ; 
each Dragoon to furnifh himfelf with a ferviceable Horfe, at leatt 
Fourteen Hands and an Halfhigh, a good Saddle, Bridle, Mail- 
Pillion, and Valife Holfters, and „a Breaft-plate, and Crupper, a 
Pair of Boots and Spurs, a Pair of Piftols, a Sabre, and a Cara 
touch-Box to contain Twelve Cartridges for Piftols; that each 
Company of Artillery, and Troop of Horfe, fhall be formed of Vo- 
lunteers from the Brigade, at the Difcretion of the Commander in 
` Chief of the State, not exceeding one Company of each to a Regi- 
ment, nor more in Number than the One Eleventh Part of the 
Infantry, and fhall be uniformly clothed in Regimentals, to be 
furnifhed at their Expence, the Colour and Fafhion to be deter- 
mined by the Brigadier commanding the Brigade to which they be- 
long.——-And be it further Enaéted, That each Battalion and Re- 
siment fhall be provided with the State and Regimental Colours, 
by the Field-Officers, and each Company with a Drum, and Fife, 
or Bugle-horn, by the commiffioned Officers of the Company, in 
fuch Manner as the Legiflature of the refpective States fhall direét. 
w= And be it further Enaéted, That there fhall be an Adjutant- 
General appointed in each State, whofe Duty it fhall be to diftri- 
bute all Orders from the Commander in Chief of the State to the 
feveral Corps; to attend all public Reviews when the Commander 
in Chief fhall review the Militia, or any Part thereof; to obey all 
Orders from him relative to carrying into Execution, and perfect- 
ing the Syftem of military Difcipline eftablifhed by this AG; to 
furnifh blank Forms of the different Returns that may be required, 
and to explain the Principles on which they fhould be made, to re- 
, ceive from the feveral Officers of the different Corps throughout 
the State, Returns of the Militia under their Command, reporting 
the actual Situation of their Arms, Accoutrements and Ammuni- 
tion, their Delinquencies, and every Thing which relates to the 
general Advancement of good Order and Difcipline; all which the 
feveral Officers of the Divifions, Brigades, Regiments, and Bat- 
talions, are hereby required to make in the ufual Manner, fo that 
the faid Adjutant-General may be duly furnifhed therewith; from 
all which Returns he fhall make proper Abftracts, and lay the fame 
annually before the Commander in Chief of the State. And be 
it further Enaéted, That the Rules of Difcipline approved and ef- 
tablifhed by Congrefs, in their Refolution of the 29th of March, 
1779, fhall be the Rules of Difcipline to be obferved by the Militia, 
throughout 
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throughout the United States, except fuch Deviations from the 
faid Rules as may be rendered neceflary by the Requifitions of this 
Act, or by fome other unavoidable Circumftances, It fhall be the 
Duty of the commanding-Ofiicer, at évery Mutter, whether by Bat- 
tation, Regiment, or fingle Company, to caufe the Militia to be 
exercifed and trained agreeably tothe faid Rules of Difcipline. 
And be it further Ena&ed, That ai commimoned Officers thall take 
. Rank according to the Date of their Commiffions ; and when Two 
of the fame Grade bear an equal Date, then their Rank fhall bedeter~ 
mined by Lot, to be drawn-by them, before the Commanding Of- 
ficer of the Brigade, Regiment, Battalion, Company, or Detach. 
ment.——-.diid be it further EnaGed, That if any Perfon, whether 
Officeror Soldier, belonging to the Militia of any State, and called 
out into the.Service of the United States, be wounded or difabled 
while in actual Service, he or they fhall be provided for at. the 
public Expence.—-—-dnd be it farther Enaéied, That it fhall be the 
Duty of the Brigade-Infpector to attend the Regimental and Bat- 
talion Meetings of the Militia compofing their feveral Brigades, 
during the Time of their being under Arms, tq infpect their Arms, 
Ammunition, and Accoutrements, fuperintend their Exercife and 
Manceuvres, and introduce the Syftem of military Difcipline, be- 
fore defcribed, ‘throughout the Brigade, agreeably to Law, and 
fuch Orders as they fhall from Time to Time receive from the 
Commander in Chief of the State ; to make Returns tothe Adjutant- 
General of the State, at leaft once in every Year, of the Militia of 
the Brigade to which they belong, reporting thereon the ‘actual Si- 
tuation of the Armé.. Accoutrements, and Ammunition of the fe, 
veral Corps, andof every other Thing which in his Judgment 
may relate to their Government, andthe general Advancement o 
good Order and military Difeipline. And the Adjutant-Generak 
fhall make a Return of all the Militia of the State, to the Coms 
meander in Chief of the faid State, and a Duplicate of the fame to | 
the Prefident of the United States, 


Section 2, Atty whereas the Refervations contained in the faid 
Corftitation, relative to the Militia of the States refpectively, 
render it neceflary that Provifion fhould be made in the Premifes, 
by the Legiftacure of this State:——Therefore, Be it Eyaéted by this 
Gereral Affembly, and by the Authority thereof it is hereby Enaéfed, 
"Fhar the whole Militia of this State fhall be arranged into one Di- 
vifion; that the faid Divifion fhall conftitute Four Brigades; that 
the Militia in the Counties of Néwport and Brifol fhall form One 
Brigade, the Militia in the County of Providence One Brigade, the 
Militia in the County of Wafbingtox One Brigade, and the Militia 
inthe County of Kent One Brigade; that the Brigade in the Coun- 
ties of Newport and Briffol thalk confit of Four Regiments, the 
Brigade inthe County of Providence, of Seven Regiments, the Brig- 
ade in the County of /a/bington, of Four Regiments, and the Brig- 
ade in theCounty of Kent, of Threé Regiments; that each Regiment, 


whofe Numbers, in the Opinion of the Field-Officers, will ane 
0) 


” 


 ( 8 ) 


of it, fall be divided into Two Battalions; and that the faid Mi- 
Hitia fhall be divided into Claffes,under the Denominations of Senior 
Clafs, and of Infantry. 


Settion 3. AND be it further Enifted by the Authority aforefaid, | 
‘That the Regiments of Infantry be conftituted as follows, to wit s- 
That the Towns of Newport, Portimouth, New-Shorebam, Fames- 
fown, and Middletown, conftitute One Regiment; the Towns of 
Tivertin and Little-Compion One Regiment; that the Towns of 
Briftol, Warren, and Barrington conftitute one Regiment ; ‘that the 
Towns of Providence and North-Providence conftitute One Regi- 
ment; the Towns of Smithfield and Gumberland One Regiment; 
the Town of Scituate One Regiment; the Town of Glocefter One 
Regiment; the Towns of Cranftox and Fobn/ton One Regiment; 
and the Town of Fofer One Regiment; that the Towns of Weferly, 
Charleftown and Hopkinton conttitute One Regiment; the Towns 
of North-Kingftown and Exeter One Regiment ; and the Towns of 
South-Kinghown and Richmond One Regiment; that the Towns of 
Warwick and Eaft-Greenwich conftitute One Regiment; and the 
Towns of Wef-Greenwich and Coventry One Regiment. 


Section 4. AND be it further Enatted, That there be Four Com- 
panies of Infantry in the Town of Newport, Two in the Town of 
Port{mouth, One in the Town of Middletown, One in the Town 
of New-Shorebam, and One in the Town. of Fameffown; Three in 
the Town of Tiverton, and Two in the Town of Little-Compton ; 
that there be Five Compaiiies inthe Town of Providence, Three in 
the Town of Cranjton, Four in the Town of Fobnfton, Two in the 
Town of North- Providence, Three in the Town of Smithfield, Two 


in the Town of Cumberland, Four in the Town of Scituate, Six in 


the Town of Gloceffer, and Four inthe Town of Feffer ; that there 
be Four Companies in the Town of Wefterly, Two in the Town of 
Charleftown, and Four in the Town of Hopkinton, Four in the Town 
of North-Kingftown, Three in the Town of Exeter, Four in the 
Town of South-Kingfown, and Two in the Town of Richmond; 
that there be one Company in the Town of Briftol, Two in the Town 
of Warren, and One in the Town of Barrington; that there be 
Three Companies in the Town of Warwick, Two in the Town of 
Eaft-Greenwich, Three in the Town of Weft-Greenwich, and Four 
in the Town of Coventry ; and that the faid Divifion, Brigades, Re- 
giments, Battalions and Companies, be officered agreeably to the 
aforefaid Act of Congrels. 


“ Se&tion g. AND be it further Enafted, That in Addition ta 
Perfons exempted from Military Duty, by the Law ofthe Uni- 
ted States herein before recited, there fhall be, and hereby are, ex- 
empted by this Act from fach Dury, cicher in the Regiments of Se- 
nior Clafs or Infantry, the following Perfons, so wit: The Mem- 
bers of both Houfes of the Legiflature, the Juftices of the Superior 
Court of Judicature, and Courts of Common Pleas, the Secretary, 
the Attorney-General, the General-Treafurer,One Ferryman to cach 

ated 


ftated Ferry, the Minifters and T'eachers of each Church ot Corte 
gregation, the Prefident, Profeffors, Tutors, Students and Stew- 
ard of Rhode-Ifland College, and all Perfons who are confcien- 
tioufly {crupulous againft bearing Arms, and who hall praduce to 
the Captain in whofe Diftri& they refide, Certificates of their be- 
longing to the Society of Friends, from.the Clerk of their Meeting, 
or fhall make Affirmation before fome Juitice of the Peace, of their 
being thus confcientioufly fcrupulous, as aforefaid, and produce a 
Certificate that they have fo affirmed. 


Section 6. PROVIDED neverthelefs, and be it further Enalted, ` 
That all Perfons, who are, or fhall hereafter be exempted from 
military Service, as in the preceding Section, and fhall not 
perform the fame as directed by this Act, except as is hereinafter 
excepted, fhall pay’ for fuch Exemption, and as an Equivalent for 
the faid Services,theSum of Twelve Shillings, annually ; that the fame 
be paid into the Town-Treafuries of the refpective Towns, forthe 
Ute of the State, to be appropriated as the General Affembly thall 
dire&t: That the commanding Officers of the feveral Companies 
return a Lift of all thofe Perfons tothe Town-Treafurers of their 
refpective Towns, who are hereby empowered and directed to ifue 
their Warrants, within Ten Days; to the Town-Serjeants of their 
re{pective Towns, commanding them tọ collect and pay the fame 
into the Town-Treafury, within Forty Days; and that the Town- 
Treafurer of each Town make true Returns of the Sums of Money 
fo collected, to the General Affembly, annually, at the General 
Ele&tion, Provided surtber, that every Yettled Minifter of each 
Church and Congregation, the Prefident, Profeffors; Tutors, 
Students, and Steward of Rbode-Jfland College, fhall be exempted 
from paying the faid Equivalent. 


Setion 7, AND be it further Enatied, That all Perfons of the 
following Defcriptions be exempted from ferving in the Regiments 
of Infantry, to wit“ All Perfons who fhall have ferved, or be in 
the Place of General Officers, Juftices of the Peace, or other com- 
miffioned Gfficers, all {worn Practitioners in the Law, Phyficians, 
Surgeons, Apothecaries, one Miller to each Grift-Mill, Town- 
Council- Men, Town-Treafurers, Pown-Clerks,and Town Serjeants, 
while ferving in their refpective Stations. 


. Se&tion 8. AND be it further Ena&ed, That all the Perfons ex- 
empted asin the laft preceding Section, be formed into feparate 
Corps, to be known and called by the Name of the Senior Clafs, in 
the feveral Brigades to whofe Diftriéts they appertain ; and that 
they be officered in the‘fame Manner as the Regiments and Com- 
panies of Infantry, and be fubject to the fame Regulations, except 
as tothe Times of muftcring and training. i > ; 


Section 9. AND be it further Enaéted, That the Senior Clas of 
the Town of Providence conftitute one Company, that of the Town 
of Cranfton one Company, that of the Town of obu/fon one Com-' 
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pany, that of the Town of North-Providence one Company, that of 
the Town of Smithfield one Company, that of the Town of Cumber- 
land one Company, that of the Town of Scituate one Company, 
that of the Town of Glocefter one,Company, that of the Town of 
offer one Company ; which faid Companies fhall form ane Regi- 
ment: That the faid Senior Clafs in the Town of Wefferly contti- 
tute one Company, that of the Town of Charleffown one Company, 
that of the Town of Hopkinton one Company, that of the Town of 
North-Kingitown one Company, that of the Town of Exeter one 
Company, that of the Town of South-Kingstown one Company; 
that of the Town of Richmond one Company ; which faid Compas 
nies {hall be formed into one Regiment: That the faid Senior Clafs 
in the Towns of Briffol, Warren, and Barrington, conftitute one 
Company, that of the Town of Tiverton one Company, that of the 
Town of Little-Compton one Company ; that of the Towns of New- 
port and Fameftown one Company; that of the Towns of Port/- 
mouth and Middletown one Company; which Companies fhall be 
formed into one Regiment; and that the Senior Clafs in the Towns 
of Warwick and Eaft-Greenwich conftitute one Company, that of 
the Town of Coventry one Company, and that of the Town of 
Weft-Greenwich one Company ; which Companies fhall be formed 
into one Regiment. And the faid feveral Corps of Senior Clafs 


fhall beofficered in the like Manner as is prefcribed by the faid Act - 


of Congrefs. 


Section’ `. AND be it further EnaGed, That it fall be the 
Dutyof’ Commanding Officers of Companies of every Defcription 


inthis‘ .te, onor before the Fifteenth Day of Auguft, next, to enrol 
every tree able-bodied white male Citizen, belonging to their faid 
Companies, and to notify fuch Perfons of their Enrolment, by a 
proper non-commiffioned Officer of fuch Company ; and that the faid- 
Commanding-Officers make a Return of the fame to the Commands 
ants of the Regiments to which they refpectively belong, who fhall 
make Returns of their refpective Regiments to the Brigadier-Gener- 
als; and where faid Companies are not attached to any Regiment, 
Returns fhall be made to the Adjutant-General, within Twenty 
Days afterfuch Enrolment. Andit fhall be the Duty of the Brigade- 

Majoroffuch Brigade, from fuch Returns, to forma BrigadeReturn, 

and fend the fame to the Adjutant-General,on or before the Fifteenth 
Day of September next; who fhall, from the feveral Returns thus 

made,forma general Return,and prefent the fame to his Excellency 

the Governor, on or before the Firft Day of Ogfober next. 


Section 11. AND be it further Enaéted, That every Corporal 


who fhall neglect to warn the Men to appear at every Rendezvous 
mentioned in this Act, when thereunto required as aforefaid, with- 
out fufficient Excufe, fhall forfeiv the Sum of Twelve Shillings, 
lawful Money; That every non-commiffioned Officer or Private, 
who fhall neglect to appear at the Regimental Rendezvous, fhall 
forfeit the Sum of Six Shillings, and for every Day he fhall neglect 
to appear at the Cormpany Parade, he fhall forfeit Four Shillings and 


Six 


Six Pence; and if he fhall not be armed and equipped according ta 
the faid A& of Congrels, when fo appearing without fufficient Ex- 
cufe, he fhall, for appearing without a Gun, forfeit One Shilling and 


Six Pence, without a Bayonet and Belt, Six Pence, without a Car- 
touch-Box and Cartridges Six Pence, without a Knapfack Three 


Pence, and without Elints, Priming-Wire and Bruh, Three Pence. + | 


Provided always, that none of the Fines aforefaid, nor any ‘other, 
except thofe mentioned in the Sixteenth SeCtion of this Act, thall 
be levied on any Delinquent, until after the Expiration of Ten Days 
from the Time of fuch Delinquency, nor then if fuch Fines fhall, 
on fufficient Excufe being made to the Captain or Commanding- 
Officer of the Company to which fuch Delinquent belongs, be re- 
mitted. And all Fines which fuch Captain or Commanding-Offi- 
cer of the Company fhall determine as proper to be exacted fhall be 
Jevied by Warrant from the Captain or Commanding- Officer of fuch 
Company, to be iffued after the Expiration of Twenty Days from 
the Time of fuch Delinquency, direéted to one or more Serjeants 
or Coporals ofthe Company to which fuch Offender belongs; whofe 
Duty it is hereby made to collect the fame, with fuch Fees as are 
taxable by Law for the like Services in civil Cafes, by Diftrefs and 
Sale of the Goods and Chattels of the Offenders, refpectively, and 
for Want thereof by Imprifonment, until fuch Fine and Coft thall 
be paid: That in Cafe any fuch Defaulter fhall live with his Father 
or Mother, or fhall be an Apprentice or indented Servant, the 
Matter or Miftrefs, or Father or Mother (as the Cafe may be) fhall 
dor Hable. to pay fuch Fine, with Cot + in Default of which Payment, 
the faid Serjeant or Corporal fhall levy the fame upon the Goods 
and Chattels of fuch Father or Mother, Matter or Miftrefs: That 
all Fines arifing from any Offences within any Brigade, fhall, when 
recovered, be paid tofuch.Perfon as the Commanding-Officer of the 
Brigade fhall appoint to receive the fame; and as much thereof hall 
be appropriated by the Order of the faid Commanding-Officer, as 
he hali deem proper, tor the Purchafe of fuch Colours, Drums and 
Fifes for the different Corps in the Brigade as may be requifite; and 
the Refidue, if any there be, for the purchafing fuch Arms as are 
defignated in the Firft enacting Paragraph of the faid Act of Con- 
grefs, forthe Ufe of fuch Privates in the refpective Regiments, as 
in the Judgment of the Field-Officers of the Regiment to which 
they belong, fhall be unable to furnith themfelves ; faid Arms fo 
furnifhed to be depofited at fuch Place or Places as the Command- 
ant fhall appoint, and fhall be delivered to thofe for whofe Ufe 
they are defigned, as Occafion thall require from Time to Time, 
under- the Direction of the Commanding-Officers of the refpective 
Compahies, taking and giving Receipts therefor as they fhall be 
delivered and returned: And that a Sum not exceeding Six Shil- 
lingsyper Day, fhall be allowed to the Corporal, for warning the 
Company to which he belongs ; which Sum fhall be paid him by 
the Captain of the faid Company out of the firit Fines or Forfeitures 
collected sperein agreeably to this Acts the Number of Days for 
which the Cerporal fhall be in Pay for warning the Company as a- 
r ” forefai 
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aforefaid fhall be afcertained and allowed by the Captain or Coni? 
manding-Officer of fuch Company, difcretionally, 


Section 12. AND be it fur ther Enaéted, T hat it hall be the Dus 
ty of the Field-Officers of the feveral Regiments of Senior Clafs 
and Infantry to proceed with all convenient Speed in forming the 


feparate Companies of Grenadiers, Light-Infantry and Rifle-Men 


for their, faid Regiments, agreeably to the afore-recited Act of Con- 
grels. , 


Section 13, AND be it further Enaéted, That each Regiment of 
Infantry in this State fhall meet twice in every Year by Companies, . 
for the Purpofe of training, difciplining, and improving them in 
martial. Exercifes, and once in every Year in Regiment, or Bat- 
talion: That all Regiments of Senjor Clafs fhal] rendezvous twice 
in every Two Years, once by Companies, and once by Regiment or 
Battalion: And thst the Places of rendezvoufing by Companies 
be appointed by the Commanding-Officers of the réfpective Com- 
panies; the Places of Regimental or Battation Rendezvous, by the 
Com nandants of the Regiments refpectively, the ‘Times of ren- 
dezvoufing by Companies, by the refpective Commandants of the, 
Regiments; and the Times of Regimental or Battalion Rendezvous, 
by the ref{pective Brigadiers: And that any Officer who fhall neg- 
le& or refufe to appear as aforefaid with his Company, when duly, 
notified, and not having fufficient Excufe, thall be tried by a 
Gourc-Martial, aud if found guilty, thall be broke and rediced to 
the Ranks, | ° 


Sedtion 14. AND be it further Enaéfed, That whenever the Com: 
manding-Officer of any Company fhall receive Orders from the 
Brigadier of the Diftriét in which he refides, or the Commandant of 
the Regiment (except in Cafes of Alarm) he fhall ifue his Warrant 
for théir affembling to the Corporals of his Company Ten Days be- 
fore the. Time appointed for Mufter, requiring them to warn the 
Men of their refpeCtive Diftriéts to be by him affigned, to dffemble 
at the Time and Place appointed, equipped according to Law.— 
And the faid Corporals fhall caufe the faid Warrants to be ferved 
Six Davs before, and return the fame,’ with their Doings thereon; 


‘one Day before the affembling as aforefaid, 


Seion ts. AND be it further Enaéfed, That it fhall be the Du- - 
ty of the Brizade-Major in each Dittriét to furnith a Copy of all Or- 
ders for Muĝter to the Commandants of Regiments within each ref- 
pective Brigade, E ' 

Section 16. AND be it further Fnaéted, Thatwhen the Troops 
or any Part of them fhall be affembled together for Review, of 
dtherwife, it fhall be in the Power of the Commanding-Officer pre- 
fent to punith all Diforders, or Breaches of military Order and 
Difcipline, whether in non-commiftioned Officers or Privates, by 
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immediately committing the Offender to Gaol; or under Guard; ` 
there to remain not exceeding Twenty-four Hours, or by Fine not 
exceeding Twelve Shillings, atthe Difcretion of the Commanding- 
Officer ; the faid Fines to be collected as beforementioned. 


Settion17. AND be it fartber-Enadted, ‘That if any Perfon who 
isa Member of any Independent Company do not produce a Cer- 
tificate from the Commanding-Officer of the Company to which he 
belongs, fpecifying that he isa Member of the fame, to the Officer’ ~ 
who fhall warn him for Mufter at any Meeting of the Company of 
the Diftri& wherein he refides, he fhall be held for the Fines fpeci- 
fied in this Act, 


Section 18. AND be it further Enaited, That whenever the mi- ` 
litary Force of this State, or any Part thereof, fhall be called into’ 
actual Service, they fhall be fubje& to the ‘Articles of War pre- 
{cribed by Congrefs for the Government ofthe Troops of the U- 
nited States, 


Section 19. AND be it further Enaéted, That from and after the 
Firft Wednefday in May next, all Officers of the Militia deriving 
their Appointments from the General Affembly, fhall hold their 
refpective Appointments for and during the Term of Two Years 
from the Times of their refpective Appointments; excepting in 


Cafe of Refignation, or being removed by the Te elakare for 
Mifdemcanor, or broke by Sentence of Court-Martial, l 


Section 20. AND be it further Enaffed, That in Addition to 
the Officers to be appointed purfuant to the afore-recited A& of 
Congrefs, there be alfo appointed for the Militia of this State, one 
Director and Purveyor-General of the military Hofpital, one Sur- 
geon and Phyfician-General, one Quarter-Mafter-General, one 
Commiffary-General, with the Power of Subfticution as Occafion 
mav require: And that the Adjutant-General fhall have the Rank. 
of Lieutenant-Colonel Commandant. 


Section 21. AND be it firibeF Enaed, That every Regimental 
Court-Martial fhall confift of at leaft Five Commiffioned Officers, 
one whereof at leaft, being a Captain, and fhall be appointed by 
the Commanding-Officer of the Regiment; who is empowered to 
confirm, mitigate, or difapptove any Sentence by them given. 


Section 22. AND be it farther Enaffed, That every General 
Court-Martial fhall confit ofat deat Thirteen commiffioned Offi- 
cers, one whereof fhall be a General, or Field Officer, to be ap- 
poifted by the Major-Generalur iahisAbfeace by the nca Officer 
prefentin Command; who is alfo émpowered to approve, mitigate, 
or annul any Sentence by them given. 


Section 
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. Sedtion 23d. AND be it further Enaéted, That the Divifions of 
Compznits as now exifting in the feveral Towns, be continued ; 
{abject however to fuch Alterations as their prefent Numbers, or 
_future Increafe, or Diminution may, in the Judgement of the Field- 
Officers &f the Corps to which they belong, from Time to Time 
render neceffary or expedient. . 
Section 24. AND be it further Enated, That whenever it hall. 
happen that any Surveyor ofthe Highways fhall have warned the 
_ Men of his Diftri& to work on the Highways on the fame Day 
that fhall be affigned for the Training, purfuant to this Ad, the faid 
Warning to work’ upon the Highways fhali be confidered as fuper- 
ceded, 


AND be it further Euatied, That all Laws heretofore made, re- 
lative to organizing and difciplining the Militia of this State, be 
and the fame are hereby repealed, $ 


IT is Ordered, That this A& be publifhed in all the News-Papers 
in this State. 


State of Rbode-Ifand,- &Fe, 


Tue preceding is a true Copy ofa Bill pending before the Ge- 
neral Aflembly, aad ordered tobe printed by the fubfequent Re- 


folve. 
l Witnels, HENRY WARD; Sec’ry, 
AUNT N NDOO 


In GENERAL ASSEMBLY, June Sisston, A. D. 1793. 


T is Voted and Refolved, That the Secretary caufe as many Co- 

pies of the Militia Bill, as reported by a Committee appointed 
to form the fame by the General Affembly, to be printed, as 
there are Towns in the State, within Ten Days after the Rifing of 
this Affembly, and forthwith tranfmit a Copy, thus printed, to each 
Town-Clerk in the State ; whois hereby directed to read the fame 
inopen Town-Meeting, at the firft Meeting of the Freemen, after 
the Reception thereof. 


A 


A true Copy: 
Witnefs, HENRY WARD, Sec’ry. 
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